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HALACHIC AND HASHKAFIC ISSUES IN
CONTEMPORARY SOCIETY

SERIES 2: 50 - GENEIVAT DA'AT
OU ISRAEL CENTER - WINTER 2022/23
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A]PracticalExamplesand Questions

1. Quality of Goods * low quality goods for high prices
* low quality goods even for low prices - fake NIKE etc.
* faulty goods - is it obvious to the buyer?
* covering up faults -vs- showing things at their best

2. Advertising « false or misleading information

inflated “old price”

“cheapest in town”

“clearance sale”

advertorials

lying about low profits to keep prices high
disclaimers and small print

loss-leaders

silence is no defense

selling ‘seconds’ as cheap ‘bests’

selling out of date produce

getting a promotion when you're planning to resign
enrolling in a school without meaning to stay on

3. Passive deceit

4. Promises ‘if your not totally satisfied, your money back!’

5. Gifts

putting expensive labels on cheap gifts
giving second hand gifts as new

collecting for eg teacher and not contributing
adding your name to a present
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cheap whisky in expensive bottles
where gift is not from you - but n.b. what if they would prefer not to know
is he fooling himself - ‘flowers from the firm’

6. Pressing Invitations * to eat; aride from the wedding
* pressing -vs- politeness

7. False Kavod opening wine ‘especially’

giving someone a ride to the other side of town when you’re going there anyway
leftover drinks from the party

“For you... a special discount!!”

False excuses

8. Hypoctrisy * Pretending to be a tzaddek(et)/ talmid chacham
* False greetings - insincerity -vs- politeness
* A curseinside a blessing!

9. Prying Lying for the purposes of prying - ‘tell me all about it, maybe | can help..’

10. Unfair advantages * Jumping the queue because of an “emergency”

11. Cheating * Cheating in tests; n.b. lifnei iver if you help cheaters
* forging certificates and qualifications
* ‘embellishing’ resumes

B] Some(possible)heterim

1. For Shalom
2. For their Kavod * no intention for your benefit

* pressing a talmid chacham to come to top table when you know he won't eat
3. Fooling himself? « if common sense tells that it wasn’t done for him; not just distant possibility

* giving away a non-kosher bottle of wine to a non-Jew and he thinks it may be kosher

* popping in at a wedding when it's known that you work nearby

* selling ‘seconds’ very cheap in a market - no need to say they are ‘seconds’

* they jump to false conclusions -‘thank you for davening for me’; inform unless it upsets

4.You would do it anyway

C]DoingTeshuva

* if they have not yet paid you back - inform them

* if they have paid you back - ask for mechila

* plus normal requirements T>NY> NY2P YT ,NVLIN ,NLND NRY
* even if shogeg - gave a fake bottle of whisky by mistake
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